
I-269-001

The Preferred Alternative would not include construction of any new

ramps in the Arboretum, and would remove both the existing Lake

Washington Boulevard ramps and the R.H. Thomson Expressway

ramps. Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520

traffic would be moved to a new intersection located on the Montlake

Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

 

I-269-002

WSDOT and FHWA have identified a Preferred Alternative with a smaller

overall project footprint in the Washington Park Arboretum that also

maintains full access to Arboretum waterways and shorelines as

indicated in the comment. Pedestrian and bicycle access across Foster

Island would be improved under the Preferred Alternative design

because SR 520 would be on a bridge structure elevated over the island,

providing clearances of 16 to 20 feet beneath the bridge for recreational

access. Canoes and kayaks would be able to access the Arboretum at

some times during construction, and at all times after construction of the

Preferred Alternative.
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